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Written by Jessica Lieberman. 

Hillel’s Program Coordinator, Sarah Lazarus, opened up the night addressing the audience of over one 
hundred with expressing “We are cousins."  

Halal/Kosher Night is not only an educational event, but it also provides tasting of the Halal and 
Kosher foods. Located in the Rathskellar of the Student Center, the 2nd Annual Halal/ Kosher Night 
broke a new record of attendees compared to last year's record. The two sponsors of the event, Hillel 
and the Muslim Student Association reunited once again for this event.  All Montclair State University 
students were invited to come out and enjoy samples of food that are a part of two dietary customs: 
Halal and Kosher. Halal is the dietary standard for Islam and Kosher is the dietary standard for 
Judaism. 

Continued on page 2. 
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Written by Danny Wafflefeld.  
 
For the month of March we recognize Jason Segel as our Jewish Celebrity! 
He is a well-known actor, singer, songwriter, and screenwriter who has 
starred in various television series and movies. Some television shows that 
he is most recognized for are Freaks and Geeks and How I Met Your Mother. 
He has also written and acted in some popular movies like: The Muppets, 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall, Bad Teacher, Knocked Up, I Love You Man, Five 
Year Engagement and This Is the End. He’s had an outstanding career thus 
far and it seems to be improving as he writes, acts and sings more.   
 
Jason Segel was born in January 18, 1980 in Los Angeles, California. His 

parents come from different backgrounds. His father, Alvin G. Segel is Jewish, but his mother is Christian.  
 
Even though he attended an Episcopal middle school, he was raised Jewish and attended the Hebrew school at 
Kehillat Israel in Pacific Palisades. Being a very successful celebrity has not hindered his religious participation as 
he states in the Jewish Journal, “I definitely have a Jewish drawer with my tallis and stuff in it, which I usually 
open once a year on the High Holidays.”  

Photo taken from denofgeek.com. 

Celebrity of the Month: Jason Segel 
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Continued from page 1. 

The attendees of the event ranged from 
students both in MSA and Hillel, Newman 
Catholic, Dean (of Students) Howell and 
students reeled in by the sweet aroma of the 
food.  Before the culinary sampling, each 
sponsor presented a Keynote speech.  One of 
the speakers addressed on the behalf of Muslim 
Student Association, Sameer Sarmast, provided 
insight to the dietary conditions of keeping 
Halal. He noted the striking similarities with 
the Kosher diet, while handing out free bags 
during Halal/Kosher trivia! Sameer is known 
for his popular online show via YouTube, 
“Sameer’s Eats." The show features episodes of 
the best Halal eateries around the United States 
and around the world! Sameer gave such a 
positive reflection to the event, “The event had 
a great turnout; I enjoyed learning the finer 
details about Kosher while educating others on 
the Halal food culture in America based on my 
travels. I believe interfaith dialogue is 
important to create understanding between 
groups of different faiths. We broke bread while 
learning about food which is the ultimate 
common denominator.” The night ended with 
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a group photo of the two sponsors’ executive 
boards, enlightening conversation and of course, 
dessert!  This event has proven itself as a success 
two years running and only has room to educate 
and feed more students in the years to come.  
Ending with the words of Sameer, “Who doesn’t 
like good food?” 
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Written by Evan Benson. 

This semester started off with elections for three out of the four E-Board positions along with one newly 
added position. Hillel had elections for the following positions: Vice President, Treasurer, Public Relations 
and our new position, Religion and Culture Chair. Each position on the E-Board holds a unique and 
important role for the organization in its entirety. When interviewing newly-elected, Seth Plotnick (Public 
Relations), he stated, "I believe that public relations is an extremely important part of our organization. 
We need the publicity and awareness from the community here at MSU to show people what the Jewish 
faith is all about.” After speaking with many Hillel members, all students are motivated to expand the 
organization as a whole and look forward to the changes that Hillel will be making. 

With the new E-Board members and the general members becoming accustomed to the changes, Hillel as 
an organization, can only improve further. Their ideas and passion to making Hillel a better student 
organization, motivates the current general members to become more active in the organization along 
with attracting new members as well.  

Meet Our New E-Board! 
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Written by Sarah Gutman. 

Created for a social, fun, and educational experience, 
Hillel holds a general meeting every Wednesday. 
Although it varies each week, the meetings consist of 
updates on current events in both the United States and 
in Israel. On top of that, members are informed of 
upcoming holidays as well as events that take place the 
following week or so. At the end of each meeting, 
members are encouraged to share both positive and 
negative experiences that they have encountered 
throughout their week when it is time to share “Epic 
Fails and Highlights”. During this time, each member 
has the opportunity to mention anything that has 
happened to him/her whether it relates to school or not. 

It Was Nice “Meeting” You!  
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“Epic Fails and Highlights” are a very big part of the 
Hillel meetings because they connect all members to 
each other and bring nothing but laughter and 
memories to the Hillel community.  

The meetings are a perfect balance between 
educational and enjoyable. Each week members are 
informed of new inventions and current events that 
take place in Israel. Along with that, members are 
updated on the current events in America as well 
because let’s face it, not many college students watch 
the news. Anyways, besides current events, members 
learn a “Hebrew Word of The Week”. By learning a 
Hebrew word, members expand their knowledge on a 
new language and have a lot of fun applying it to their 
daily conversations; even outside of Hillel!  

It is encouraged that new members should come to 
general meetings because they can meet both the 
current members and the E-board all in one room! The 
vice-president, Avidan Rothman, leads the meetings 
and is the one who updates and informs the members 
on all that needs to be discussed. With that being said, 
the rest of the E-board also attends meetings and 
addresses any concerns or questions that members 
propose. Every member enjoys seeing new faces and is 
very welcoming to those who are interested in being a 
part of Hillel. Each meeting brings new faces and new 
experiences to the Hillel community and it is definitely 
something you do not want to miss.        


