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MSU Hillel Newsletter 
We just wanted to say חי! 

Hebrew Word of The Day: “משפחה” 
English Transliteration: Mishpacha 

This is the Hebrew word for “family”. It is also 
commonly related to the yiddush word 
“Mishbucha” which means family as well.   

Contact Us: 

Email: hillel@mail.montclair.edu 

Office: Student Center Room 122 
 

Twitter: @MontclairHillel 

Facebook: Montclair State 
University Hillel 

Meetings: Wednesdays at 3pm 
Student Center Room 209 

Too Many Events To  
Choose Just One! 

By: Evan Benson 

This month we had many amazing events. We had so many different events; how 
can anyone pick just one as the best event? I know I can’t. This month there were 
two events that really stood out to me as the best of the month. The two events were 
Pasta Shabbat Services/Homecoming Bon Fire, and Karaoke Night! Each one had 
something about it that really made it special. The Shabbat Service/Bon Fire event 
saw the Hillel praying together in an amazing and spiritual service. After we all 
prayed together, we had an amazing pasta dinner. This brought us together by 
eating, and bonding more afterwards. From this, we all went to the Homecoming 
Bon Fire. We had an amazing time whether we were bonding, getting s’mores, 
dancing, or singing along to the music. We got to see some interesting dance moves 
from everyone including me! As the Bon Fire ended and everyone went back to their 
rooms, you could see smiles on so many different faces. A few days later was the 
karaoke event; an event I had been looking forward to as soon as I found out when it 
was. It not only showed who knows how to sing, but also the different passions for 
music everyone has. Everyone had fun dancing and singing to the different songs. It 
was a blast to see just how much people would get into the different songs. I know I 
will not forget this month of events, and I hope you all had an amazing time at all 
these events like myself. 

Quote of the Month: 
"Trust yourself. Create the kind of self that you will be happy to live with all  

your life." Golda Meir 
Golda Meir was the fourth prime minister of Israel,  

the first woman to hold the position.  
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A Taste of Chanukah: 
However You Spell It 

Kristallnacht 
Kristallnacht, also known as the Night of Broken Glass, started the night of November 
9, 1938 and ended early morning of November 10, 1938. The name, “Night of Broken 
Glass”, came from the many broken pieces of glass that came from the shattered 
remains of the front windows of Jewish-owned businesses. Not only were the 
businesses destroyed, but also Jewish homes and belongings were stolen, destroyed, 
or burned. During this night almost 100 Jews were killed. More were injured and a 
several thousand Jews were arrested and sent directly to a concentration camp. Many 
synagogues were not only destroyed and disrespected, but also in some cases 
burned. The start of this unfortunate night was when a Jewish Polish man killed a 
German. The Nazis decided they were rightfully allowed to make all the Jews pay with 
their lives, homes, concentration camps, and occasionally all three. Many people 
believe this is the big start to the Holocaust. Whenever I hear about this night I still 
wonder how someone feels they can kill in cold blood, and that it is okay to do this. 
Every year we remember this unfortunate day. 

By: Jessica Lieberman 

Chanukah? Hannukah? There are many variations to 
spelling Chanukah, but what is Chanukah? Chanukah, 
known as the “Festival of Lights”, is an eight-day 
celebration that takes place on the 25th day of the Jewish 
month of Kislev. When I was younger, I knew 
Chanukah as the holiday where I got a present every day 
for eight days. After learning the meaning, I found out 
that Chanukah is celebrated for a time not so joyous in 
Jewish history. Chanukah takes place during the reign of 
Alexander the Great. A Hellenistic culture was enforced, 
but the Jewish people assimilated to society, but 
continued to practice their religion.  This lasted for a 
century until the successor; Antiochus IV took reign and 
enforced more of the Hellenistic culture on the Jews. The 
practice of Judaism was prohibited, temples were 
desecrated, and Jews were massacred. Two groups, the 
Hasmonean and the Chasidim, joined forces to fight 
against the oppression against the Jews. They succeeded 
and the Temple was returned to the Jews. So why is it 
called the “festival of lights” you may ask? When the 
temple was returned, there was very little oil left in the 
menorah, but it remained lit for eight days. The story of 
Chanukah is celebrated not for winning a war, but the 
miracle of the menorah. During the holiday of Chanukah 
it is tradition to light a candle using the Shamash (central 
candle). You begin with a candle at the far right for the 
first night and each night you add a candle, say a 
blessing, and you let the fire dissipate on its own. My 
favorite part of the holiday is the latkes! Latkes are 
essentially fried potato pancakes and are a traditional 
food made for Chanukah, in Ashkenazic traditions. The 
real reason we eat latkes in just in association that 

Past (October) events: 
 

October 1 -   Speed Faithing 
October 8 -   Adopt a Freshman Game Night 
October 11 - Spaghetti Shabbat and  
                     Homecoming Bonfire 
October 16 - Karaoke Night 
October 18 - Shabbat Service  
October 24 - Challah Baking 

 
Future (November) events: 

Various Kristallnacht Events All Month Long 
 

November 1-3: Talk Israel Retreat 
November 13 - Big/Little Event 
November 15 - Shabbat Service  
November 17 - Brunch with the Rabbi 
November 19 - Fall Fun Festival  
                          cosponsored with MSDO 
November 22 - Game and Noodle Night 
                          cosponsored with Japan Club 
November 25 - Interfaith Thanksgiving  
                          Service cosponsored with  
                          Newman Catholic 

latkes are fried in oil and it is symbolic of the 
holiday. And of course there is gelt! Gelt, chocolate 
coins, were historically handed out to the poor when 
they knocked on their neighbors’ doors so they could 
afford to light just one candle on Chanukah. Gelt is 
more commonly used in the gambling-like game, the 
dreidel game. There are four sides to the dreidel, a 
different Hebrew letter on each side, which 
corresponds to the amount of gelt you receive, don’t 
receive, or even lose! Many people associate 
Chanukah with dreidels, presents, gelt, candles, and 
latkes, so here is a taste of the history behind the 
holiday of Chanukah from Montclair Hillel!  


