
 

 

 

December 2013 

MSU Hillel Newsletter 
We just wanted to say חי! 
Hebrew Word of The Day: “יחד” 

English Transliteration: Yachad 
This is the Hebrew word for “together” or “al l  
together”. Used to describe within individuals or 

within the actions of a community 

Contact Us: 

Email: hillel@mail.montclair.edu 

Office: Student Center Room 
122 
 Twitter: @MontclairHillel 

Facebook: Montclair State 
University Hillel 

Meetings: Wednesdays at 3pm 
Student Center Room 
209 

Talk Israel Retreat 
By: Jessica Lieberman 

Montclair State University Hillel was given the incredible opportunity to join other 
Hillels across New Jersey to participate in the "Talk Israel" Retreat from November 
1st to the 3rd.  Hosted at the Hanover Marriot in Whippany, New Jersey by the JCC 
of Greater Metrowest, there were professional speakers with knowledge of pop-
culture, history, advocacy, birthright, and much more!  The JCC of Greater 
Metrowest provided specific plans to help inform the audience of each college 
campus and Montclair State University Hillel was excited to establish a plan to 
spread knowledge about the current situation in Israel.  I, personally, enjoyed all the 
educational tools that were provided to me as a member of MSU Hillel and as a 
member of Hillel's various committees to help better our campus. Although a lot of 
educational seminars and activities were given on this weekend retreat, there was 
also my favorite part of the retreat, which was the "Under the Dead Sea" Dance 
where I could socialize with the motivational speakers who came from Israel. Along 
with that, the multitude of Jewish college students who want to make as much of a 
difference as I do in our college community was truly 
amazing! Most of all, I learned on this retreat that perceptions are 
made because many people only have some information; it is 
important to respect others' opinions. Also, to not only necessarily 
promote Israel itself, but the accuracy of information about our 
magnificent Jewish homeland. 

  Quote of the Month: 
"A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new." 

-Albert Einstein 
Albert Einstein was a theoretical physicist who developed the general theory of 

relativity and many other contributions that changed the world.  

Website: hillelmsu.wordpress.com 
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Chanukah? Thanksgiving? 

Thanksgivukkah! 

Crafting With Bigs and Littles 
 By: Daniel Waffenfeld 

The Hillel events this past month have been wonderful thus far. Out of all the great ideas by 
the programming committee for this semester, I personally think the best event would be the 
Big/ Little Arts and Crafts Night. It was a great opportunity to spend time with your big, 
friends, and the Hillel family while making cards for others. It was not only a great event for 
bonding with the Hillel family, but to think and thank others for all their time put into Hillel. I 
personally enjoyed making a card to thank and cheer up my big, Avidan Rothman. I wanted 
to thank him for all his hard work and dedication. Like the other E-board members, he puts in 
a lot of effort into Hillel to make it the best organization on campus. I was also luckily enough 
to make cards for others and enjoy my time surrounded by the people I truly care about. It 
was a great way to make some art, listen to music, eat some snacks and make new friends in 
the process. I would like to thank the E-board for putting this event together. They made it a 
truly wonderful experience. I hope we can do another event like this soon! 

By: Chana Hurwitz 

This year, the first day of Chanukah falls on 
Thanksgiving; A once in a lifetime celebration 
that is being affectionately referred to as 
Thanksgivukkah. This Internet sensation is 
taking over Pintrest with its unique recipes, gifts, 
and decorations. Thanksgivukkah should be 
seen as more than just a shopping opportunity, 
it becomes a time for us to really focus on giving 
thanks, for it is the theme that connects these 
two holidays. Chanukah recognizes all the 
miracles that God has performed and allows us 
to reflect on being thankful for them. All this 
thanks can be perfectly seen at the Newman 
Catholic 2nd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Prayer Service. Hillel came together with several 
other religious and spiritual organization to 
offer prayers of thanks for all that there is to 
appreciate in life.  

 

Past (November) events: 
 

November 1-3: Talk Israel Retreat 
ALL THE Kristallnacht events (see attached flier)  
November 13 - big/little crafting night  
November 15 - 20's themed Shabbat service  
November 19 - Fall Fun Festival cosponsored with 
the Montclair State Dietetic Organization and 
Child Advocacy Club  
November 21 - Sandwich Making for Toni's 
Kitchen  
November 22 - Game and Noodle Night 
cosponsorsh3ip with Japan Club, Gamers, etc.  
November 25 - Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer 
Service cosponsored with Newman Catholic, etc.  

Future (December) events: 
Dec 3 – Latka demonstration 
Dec 4 – Chanukah party 
Dec 8 – special friends day  
Dec 13 – Final Shabbat  
*Light Chanukah candles with us in the Center of Faith 
and Spirituality every night of Chanukah* 
*The Andrea Strongwater Kristallnacht Exhibit will be 
in Life Hall through Dec 22* 

Jewish Celebrity of The Month: 
NATALIE PORTMAN 

Natalie Portman (real name 
Natalie Hershlag) was born in 
Jerusalem, Israel on June 9th, 1981. 
She is the only child to her father 
who is a doctor and an Israeli 
native. Her family left Israel for 
Washington D.C. and she is 

currently a famous actress who has starred in movies 
like “Black Swan” and “V for Vendetta”. 


